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Live: White Ferns need record 1se to beat Aust In second Twenty20

Former WNBA player Ashley Joens
shows her class in Tauihi
Basketball i

Merryn Anderson
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American stars as Whai stun Kahu.

VIDEO CREDIT: SKY SPORT

It may have taken a while to get used to driving on the left-hand side of
the road, but Ashley Joens hasn't had any trouble fitting in to the Tauihi
Basketball Aotearoa league.

Joens is one of the most prolific players in the New Zealand league this
season, bringing her WNBA experience to the Tauranga Whai team.

Having played for the Dallas Wings, Las Vegas Aces and the Phoenix
Mercury in the WNBA, Joens heard about the NZ league through her
agent.

“I didn’t even realise there was a league here but then 1 looked into it

more,” Joens admitted.

“I saw how good the competition was here, really good players in the
league and thought it was a really neat opportunity.”

oOne of the top things on her priority list was a gym she could access
24/7.
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“I'm a little bit of a gym rat | guess, especially after a loss, or a bad game,
you want to get shots up.

“Having that opportunity to get in the gym is a huge plus.”




Ashley Joens of the Tauranga Whai shoots and Esra McGoldrick of the Mainland Pouakai.
JOHN DAVIDSON / PHOTOSPORT

All the time spent training is paying off for Joens, currently sitting
second for the most points in the league with 228 points, averaging 22.8
per game. She’s also top for offensive rebounds, with 36.

The 24-year-old’s confidence has grown from her time with the Whai
too.

“Just coming in knowing this is a really talented group we have here, but

there’s some way in which | canimpact the game - no matter whether it’s
scoring, rebounding, playing defence, there’s something that you always
have to be able to do,” Joens said.

“coach Alex [Stojkovic] does a really good job at instilling confidence in
his players, if you miss a couple of shots, the next one’s going in. He just
is always supportive, always encouraging and I think that goes a long
way.”

Tauihi has drawn talent from across the world, and Joens said it's a top
level league.

“The competition here is really good, lots of really talented players, in
that aspect | think as a professional athlete, you always want to challenge
yourself and play at the highest level.

“To be able to come here and play with really talented players from all
over, and then play against those players as well doesn’t only help you as
a player, but also kind of allows you to gain confidence knowing that you
can compete at this level.”

Joens can definitely see herself returning to New Zealand to play in
Tauihi again.

“Adding the new team in next year from India, | think that will only add to
it and just continue to see this league grow, and basketball in New
Zealand in general.”

The Indian Panthers will join Tauihi next year, with the hope to draw new
players and audiences to the league.

There are two more regular season rounds left, and the Whai sit fourth
on the ladder, but they're still in with a chance of making the finals after
stunning leaders Northern Kahu in their last game.

“I think our confidence right now is really high, knowing we can’t get
distracted by what other teams are doing,” said Joens of their finals
chances.

“We have to be able to control the controllable and just go out and play
hard, play our game and be true to ourselves.”

Being part of the Whai community has made being away from her home
of lowa easier.

“| think the nicest thing so far has just been getting to know my
teammates, and the people in the community here.

“Everyone’s really nice, it’s been a good transition, especially when
youre away from home.”
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